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The Women of Lockerbie 

by Deborah Brevoort 
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 Production Notes 

 

 
The Women of Lockerbie, Deborah Brevoort’s moving and 

poignant award-winning drama about the aftermath of the Pam Am 
Flight 103 crash, begins and ends on the rolling hills of Scotland. This 
timely drama is loosely inspired by a true story, although the 
characters and situations in the play are purely fictional.  Written in 
the structure of a Greek tragedy, it is a poetic drama about the 
triumph of love over hate.   

 
The play takes place seven years after the 1988 event in 

which an American airliner was destroyed by a terrorist bomb over 
Lockerbie, Scotland.  Nearly 300 people were killed.  The Livingstons 
have come to Lockerbie for a memorial service that is being held for 
the families of the dead.  Bill Livingston searches for his wife, 
Madeline, who wanders looking for the remains of her dead son.  It is 
his hope that Maddie, who has mourned ceaselessly for the past seven 
years, will finally find closure by visiting the place where their son 
died; Maddie hopes to discover some remnant of her son, whose body 
was never recovered from the wreckage.  During this process, the 
Women from Lockerbie offer a mystical brand of grief counseling, 
telling stories about that awful day when the plane crashed quite 
literally in their backyards while sharing wise words on how to heal 
the wounds of the past.  As the play unfolds, we realize many have 
their own wounds that are not yet healed. 

 
Our dear friend and ArtBarn supporter, Judy Maurer, 

introduced us to this play as we were developing our 2006 Grassroots 
Season.  What better way to celebrate the grassroots movement that 
created ArtBarn than to present this timely portrait of how a 
grassroots movement of 200 women forced the United States 
government to release the 11,000 pieces of clothing left by the 103 
crash so they could return them to their families?  This play shows 
how ordinary people cope with extraordinary horror.  It gives 
powerful voice to a disturbing contemporary anguish—how to respond 
to the suffering caused by terrorism while offering new hope to a 
world witnessing continual acts of revenge and hatred.   

 
This play’s powerful message resonates in our post 9/11 

world.  What is fate?  How do you reconcile profound grief with belief 
in God?  How do you cope with evil?  It is our sincere hope that 
ArtBarn’s production of The Women of Lockerbie helps answer these 
questions and prompts discussion—and that it stirs us, so that 
together, we can create our own grassroots movement that demands 
an end to the revenge, hatred, and suffering of this world as we know 
it today. 
 
Peace,  
 
Ellen, Neil and Micah 

 

The Cast 

 

 

 

Madeline Livingston          Ellen Johnson 

 

A suburban housewife from New Jersey;  
Her 20-year old son, Adam, was killed seven 
Years ago in the Pan Am 103 crash over 
Lockerbie, Scotland  
 
 

 

Bill Livingston          Bill Buell 
 

Her husband, father of Adam 
 

 

 

Olive Allison          Vickie Harmon 

 

An older woman from Lockerbie;  
Leader of the laundry project. 
 

 

 

Hattie          Hazel Cain-Johnson 

 

A cleaning women from Lockerbie. 
 

 

 

George Jones        Scott Moore 

 

The American government representative 
in charge of the warehouse storing the  
remains from the Pan Am 103 crash  
 

  

 

 

The Women of Lockerbie      Vicky Cain  
         Michele DeGroote  
          Jemma Lund  

          Cindy Lyon  

          Liz Reddy  


